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WHEN military dictatorship was set up in Spain,
under Primo de Rivera, Marquis of Estella, Morocco
hoped that, where governments had failed, a single
man might succeed, and that by pursuing a firm
and consistent policy one way or the other, Estella
would earn the nation's gratitude by a final settle-
ment of the Moroccan problem. But dictators
whose minds and consciences function freely may
be as liable to indecision as any governing body
in dealing with an equivocal problem. Morocco
stirred up as great a conflict in Estella's own mind
as it had in the whole Spanish people. It seemed to
him, not a possible source of glory which would
consolidate his own reputation, but a painful
distraction which was handicapping his every other
activity. Formerly he had tended to the liberal
belief that diplomacy could settle the outstanding
problems, and that whatever diplomacy could not
accomplish could not be worth the price of Spanish
blood. But the responsibility of supreme power
tied his hands, and nearly a year went by without
any definitive indication of what his final decision
would be.
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